
Title: The Face of Faithfulness - Love  

Passages: Galatians 5:22-25 (NASB) 
“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, 
self-control; against such things there is no law. Now those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified 
the flesh with its passions and desires. If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit.” 
 
Introduction: 
The 9 Fruit of the Spirit:  
- a character sketch of Christ-likeness 
- picture of practical godliness 
 
The Marks of a Healthy Chruch 
- the fruitfulness of the people 
- what we are and who we are everyday, not just Sunday's; the effectiveness of worship, reflecting the 
lordship of Jesus. 
- not gauged by attendance of church, program-type 
 
Question: Are you a Christian where others see the fruit of the Spirit in you? 
- the fruit of the Spirit is cultivated by the process of God working in us to conform you to the image of 
Jesus 
Romans 8:29 
For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order 
that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 
 
Three purposes God has for you (3 P's):  
1) have a place in His kingdom,  
2) to be a picture of the kingdom (knowing Christ, reflect rule and reign of Christ in a believer) 
3) to promote His kingdom (used by God to glorify God however short or long a life is) 
- can be basis for a parent's prayer for a child.  
 
Note of Clarification: 
- 9 Fruit of the Spirit are singular - one Fruit 
- "the fruit of the Spirit is..." 
- they are not separable 
- the work of God is creating the whole character of Christ in you (not just one particular aspect such 
as "kindness" but leave "patience" alone) 
 
Key Statements: Love, Fruit of the Spirit  
I. This love comes from God  
II. This love is a result of having faith in Christ 
III. This love is not produced by us but produced in us 
IV. This love is evidenced of the transforming power of Christ and the Gospel. 
V. This love is the face of fruitfulness. 
 
I. This love comes from God  
Fruit of the Spirit: Love 
- this love comes from God (fruit of the Spirit...), a result of God's grace working in us. 
- God's love: agape (unconditional) 
- contrast: other types of love such as friendship based (phileo) or romantic (eros) 
 
II. This love is a result of having faith in Christ 
- this love emerges from the life of Christ in a believer 



1 John 4:19 
We love because he first loved us. 
 
- Note: it is possible for someone, with good intentions, to create an outward change in habits that is 
not accompanied with an inward change of the heart. 
- However, such effort is not genuine.  True love comes from a heart change. 
Ezekiel 36:26-27 
And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And I will remove the heart of 
stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you 
to walk in my statutes and be careful to obey my rules. 
 
III. This love is not produced by us but produced in us 
- God Himself puts this love in us, produced by the Spirit in us. 
Romans 5:5 
and hope does not put us to shame, because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the 
Holy Spirit who has been given to us. 
John 15:5 
I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, 
for apart from me you can do nothing. 
 
IV. This love is evidenced of the transforming power of Christ and the Gospel. 
- a change occurs in our hearts that is borne out of God working in us. 
- genuine faith produces genuine love 
John 15:16-17 
You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that 
your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you. These 
things I command you, so that you will love one another. 
John 13:34-35 
A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are 
to love one another. By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one 
another. 
"Faith alone that saves. But the faith that saves is not alone" (Martin Luther) 
"We are not saved by fruitless faith." (John MacArthur) 
 
V. This love is the face of fruitfulness. 
- this is what fruitfulness first looks like. (The subsequently listed fruit of the Spirit are aspects of 
agape love) 
 
1 Corinthians 13:4-8a 
Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its 
own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. 
Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never ends... 
- question of self-examination: place your name in the word of "love" (quickly recognize our need for a 
Savior) 
- means of worship: place the name of "Jesus" for the word "love" (Jesus is patient and kind...) 
 
Colossians 3:12-14 
Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, 
meekness, and patience, bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, 
forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. And above all these put 
on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. 
 



Question: Do you want to be more like the Lord Jesus? 
- an affirmative desire comes only by the Spirit in you. 
- continue to trust/abide/rest in Christ, and God will produce the Fruit through you that brings honor to 
Him. 
 


